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Analysis on Taiwan’s “Resident Self-Determination Theory”
Xiao yang & Yan Anlin

Abstract: The saying that “Taiwan’s future should be determined by 23 million Taiwanese” is the main content
of the “resident self-determination theory” on the island of Taiwan. Although the “ resident self-determination
theory” has its special historical, political, social, and international factors, it steals the concept of the “national
self-determination principle” and does not actually have a legal basis. Since the practice of the right of national
self-determination has its own specific conditions: the subject of its practice must be a “nation”, and the right
of national self-determination does not include the right of separation. The “resident self-determination theory”
uses the so-called “Taiwan community with a shared future” to try to separate the people of Taiwan from the
Chinese nation. It attempts to maintain the so-called “status-quo independence” of the Taiwan region through
“separation referendum” which has caused serious harm to the peaceful development of cross-Strait relations
and the national unification cause. The mainland must counteract it from both international law and domestic
and international levels to ensure the realization of “peaceful reunification and One country, Two systems”
cause.

Key Words: Taiwan, “Resident Self-determination Theory”; National Self-determination; “Taiwan

Independence”
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