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Area-based Management Tools of the Conservation of Marine Biological
Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction: Overlap to Collaboration

YU Hongyuan

(Institute for Comparative Politics & Public Policy Studies, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Shanghai 200233, China)

Abstract: The management system arrangement for the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas
beyond national jurisdiction is closely related to "Area-based management tools (ABMTSs). There are two types of ABMTs, one is
departmental management represented by professional international organizations, and the other is cross-departmental integrated
management represented by regional management organizations under high seas protected areas. Different management tools have
overlapping manifestations in subject identity, problem fields, and functional governance scope. The movements are: the problem
field itself has a greater demand for the establishment of multiple international mechanisms; the legal system of freedom of high
seas promotes the coexistence of various mechanisms; global governance concepts and practices have processed the
co-management and co-governance in maritime field; political power games have led to differences in institutional preferences of
club governance organizations in maritime rights. The overlap of ABMTs has resulted in a positive and negative dual impact.
Combined with the current global governance paradigm's "top-down" to "bottom-up" transformation trend, the key to achieving
coordination is to balance organizations interaction, and build a multi-stakeholder mixed participation management system. On the
basis of the logic of the two kinds of management tools' coupling relationship, the new agreement should establish an interactive
framework from proposal, evaluation to enforcement functioned as institution connection at the perspective of " process theory" .

Key words: areas beyond national jurisdiction; areas-based management tools; overlap; mixed management
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