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security threats such as infectious diseases to achieve post-pandemic economic
recovery and sustainable growth. To build a future-oriented comprehensive strategic
partnership, China should exercise restraint, shoulder responsibility, and work with

ASEAN as equal partners to create a consensus-based regional order.

Russia’s Europe Policy Adjustments in the Context of the Reshaping of
Transatlantic Relations

ZHAO Long

The reshaping of transatlantic relations constitutes a major variable in Russia’s
relations with Europe. Under the new situation, Russia positions itself as neither
enemy nor friend to adapt to the dual dimension of Europe’s strategic autonomy. It
conducts a “suspend-constraint-divide” policy toward Europe, builds a security arc
around the Black Sea to improve its frontier confrontation capabilities, and promotes
the decoupling of geopolitical confrontation from consensus-building issues. These
policy adjustments aim to alleviate political anxiety and security concerns in the post-
Soviet space, extend the effect of Russia’s energy leverage over Europe, and correct
the romanticist policy orientation. However, the trajectory of these adjustments depend
not only on Russia’s own positioning, objectives and choice of paths, but also on
the internal fluctuations caused by the different strategic priorities of Europe and the
United States, the tripartite game between Russia, Europe and the US, the sustainability
of red line awareness of all parties, and domestic politics entwined with conflicting
interests. Russia and Europe are expected to continue their differential interaction and
multi-dimensional game, and intermittent linkage under high confrontation will be a

prominent feature of Russia-Europe relations.
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