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way, they can build a stable and harmonious neighborhood that is resistant
to being “used” and which can develop in the direction of co-opetition.
KEY WORDS: Shared Neighborhood; Competitive Neighborhood; Co-

opetitive Neighborhood; China-India Relations; Neighboring Country Diplomacy

The Sino-India Border Standoff since 2020: Causes, Impacts and
Considerations

By Liu Zongyi

ABSTRACT: Since May 2020, a new round of border confrontations has
erupted between China and India, the two sides engaging in a bloody
conflict in the Galwan Valley. The border standoff and subsequent conflict
is a result of the domestic and foreign policy adjustments made by the Modi
Administration. This is a sign of a significant escalation of the geo-political
conflict between China and India, and is largely a result of miscalculations
on the part of Indian decision-makers taken against the backdrop of the
global pandemic. The China-India border standoff and subsequent conflict
has profound implications for bilateral relations between the two countries,
for the region and even for global politics. As a result, it will be very
difficult for India and China to re-establish a normal political relationship.
India will insist on continuing its economic “de-coupling” with China and
will enhance competition with China in South Asia. In the Indo-Pacific
arena, China will face further integration of challenges from its secondary
and primary strategic directions. At present, India is once again adjusting
its foreign policy, but it does not want to become a developmental partner
with China. As a result, geo-political contestation between India and China

will continue over the long-term. Moving forward, this should be the
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starting point for Chinese policy-making vis-a-vis India.
KEY WORDS: Sino-India Relations; Border Standoff; Secondary Strategic

Direction; Primary Strategic Direction

The Quad: From Loose Coordination towards an Alliance

By Yang Siling & Ren Jilei

ABSTRACT: 2021 was a watershed year for the U. S., Japan, India and
Australia vis-a-vis their Quadrilateral Cooperation mechanism, which
successfully transitioned from a loose coordinating framework to a grouping
of allied actors. Reviewing the historical development of the Quad, three
distinct phases can be identified; the conceptual stage; a strategy development
stage; and a third phase of evolution towards an alliance. During the first
two phases, the Quad was not more than a loose coordinating structure,
but in the last it started to take on characteristics of an alliance-like actor.
The primary reason we can conclude that it has evolved into an alliance actor
is that the organization has started to mold behavioral norms, and it further
aims to establish a monopoly over the provision of norms in the Indo-Pacific
region. Three factors have played a role in driving the U. S., Japan, India
and Australia to build the Quad into an alliance actor: first is the pursuit of
general interests; second is the global situation brought about by the
COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on their relations; third is the
formation of a shared targeted goal. These three factors combined worked
to shape the Quad into an alliance. As the Quad primary targets China, its
emergence as an alliance will have impacts on China’s security environment
that cannot be ignored. In response, China should implement its “neighborhood

first” strategy, promote the “1+1” Leader’s Summit on Mutual Respect with its
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